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January,  1897. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Rural  District  Council. 


Hardingstone 


Gentlemen, 


I beg  to  present  my  Annual  Report  with  the  usual  Statistics  for  the  year  1896. 

No  building  operations  of  any  consequence  have  been  carried  on  in  the  district,  and  I 
have  estimated  the  population  at  8,420,  as  in  previous  years. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  during  the  year  was  121,  compared  with  127  in  1895,  giving 
a death  rate  of  14*37,  compared  with  15*0.  There  is  little  to  observe  about  the  deaths,  no  special 
disease  was  very  prevalent,  and  there  were  only  3 deaths  from  diarrhoea  registered,  all  of  these 
being  cases  of  infants.  There  were  a good  many  deaths  in  people  of  advanced  age,  thus  no  fewer 
than  20  were  in  people  over  80  years  of  age.  The  death  rate  in  1894  was  only  13*8,  with  that 
exception  the  present  death  rate  is  the  lowest  there  has  been  since  1884. 

The  total  number  of  births  was  207,  compared  with  218  in  1895.  This  gives  a birth  rate 
per  1,000  of  24-5.  The  birth  rate  in  1893  was  almost  similar  and  these  are  the  lowest  birth  rates 

since  1884. 

There  were  9 deaths  registered  from  zymotic  disease,  but  1 of  these  was  a case  of  typhoid 
fever  at  the  Infectious  Hospital  in  a patient  brought  from  Kislingbury  and  not  belonging  to  your 
district,  so  that  this  must  be  deducted.  There  were  4 deaths  from  measles,  1 from  scarlet  fever, 
1 from  croup,  and  1 from  enteric  fever.  This  gives  a zymotic  death  rate  of  1*07,  which  is  the 
highest  there  has  been  from  these  causes  during  the  last  ten  years. 

Turning  now  to  Table  B,  giving  the  number  of  notifications  of  infectious  disease  during  the 
year  in  which  we  can  best  discuss  the  whole  subject  of  zymotic  disease,  we  find  that  33  cases  of 
scarlet  fever  were  notified,  and  of  these  no  less  than  28  were  notified  in  the  two  villages  of  Cooknoe 
and  Brafield.  This  epidemic  began  in  August  and  was  of  a very  mild  type  ; it  was  not  at  firs* 
recognised,  as  no  doctor  was  at  first  consulted,  the  cases  being  of  so  trivial  a character,  and  on 
visiting  the  villages  I found  scarlet  fever  prevalent  throughout  them,  so  that  it  was  difficult  to  take 
steps  to  stop  the  disease.  We  have  been  troubled  ever  since  with  the  disease  in  these  villages,  and 
cases  are  still  occasionally  cropping  up.  Two  cases  (one  of  them  the  fatal  case)  occurred  at  Great 
Houghton.  The  disease  was  probably  brought  here  from  contact  with  infection  at  the  Paper  Mills. 
This  is  a fruitful  source  of  infection  in  your  district,  many  people  working  at  these  mills  and  coming 
in  contact  with  others  from  Northampton,  where  scarlet  fever  has  been  especially  prevalent. 
There  is  also  danger  of  infection  from  handling  infected  rags.  Two  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were 
also  reported  in  one  family  at  Hardingstone.  Here,  again,  the  father  was  first  affected,  and  con- 
sulted no  doctor  till  his  child  also  fell  ill,  but  in  this  case  we  were  able  to  prevent  any  further 
spread  of  the  disease. 

Four  cases  of  diphtheria  were  notified.  Those  at  Wootton  were  a continuation  of  those 
reported  at  the  close  of  last  year,  when  it  commenced  in  some  children  at  a public-house,  who, 
being  supposed  to  have  only  sore  throats,  were  allowed  to  attend  school,  and  thus  the  disease  was 
spread,  but  fortunately  we  were  able  to  keep  it  within  very  narrow  limits.  It  was  of  a mild  type 
and  there  were  no  fatal  cases. 


Six  cases  of  typhoid  fever  were  notified,  five  of  them  at  Milton.  I was  unable  to  trace 
their  origin,  and  had  three  of  them  removed  to  the  Infectious  Hospital,  when  the  disease  dis- 
appeared. The  other  case,  which  was  unfortunately  fatal,  occurred  at  Roade  in  a part  of  the 
village  not  yet  sewered.  For  several  years  now  I have  had  to  complain  of  the  sewage  of  this 
village.  Several  plans  have  been  proposed,  but  on  account  of  the  expense  or  their  not  being 
sanctioned  by  the  Local  Government  Board,  all  have  proved  abortive.  I consider  it  quite  time 
that  the  Council  took  this  matter  up  in  earnest,  as  there  is  a strong  feeling  amongst  many  of  the 
inhabitants  of  this  village  against  the  delay  that  up  to  the  present  has  attended  this  question. 


Measles  are  not  notified,  but  this  disease  was  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  very  prevalent  in 
Milton,  Denton,  and  Roade,  where  the  schools  were  on  this  account  obliged  to  be  temporarily 
closed.  The  five  fatal  cases  of  measles  all  occurred  at  Milton,  the  disease  in  that  village  being  of 
a very  severe  type. 
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The  Infectious  Hospital  has  been  in  almost  constant  use  during  the  year.  Nine  cases  of 
enteric  fever  from  Kislingbury  (Northampton  Rural  District  Council)  and  one  case  from  Far 
Cotton  (Far  Cotton  Urban  District  Council)  were  treated,  with  one  death— a Kislingbury  case. 
Three  cases  of  enteric  fever  from  Milton,  in  your  district,  were  also  admitted.  Fifteen  cases  of 
scarlet  fever,  chiefly  from  Jirafield  and  Cooknoe,  were  also  treated  here.  The  Hospital  has,  there- 
fore, been  most  serviceable  in  preventing  the  spread  of  disease  in  your  District,  and  has  also  been, 
to  some  extent,  a source  of  profit  by  the  admission  of  paying  patients  from  other  Councils. 

The  water  supply  at  Hardingstone,  derived  from  shallow  wells,  has  long  been  a source  of 
suspicion,  and  I am  glad  to  say  that  this  matter  has  now  been  taken  up  by  the  agent  of  the  Bouverie 
estate,  to  which  a very  large  proportion  of  the  houses  in  the  village  belongs.  A good  supply  of 
pure  water  has  been  found  above  the  village,  and  in  a short  time  the  works  to  supply  the  village 
will  be  in  progress. 

Some  cottages  at  Hardingstone  in  bad  repair  and  also  in  a very  unsanitary  condition,  have 
been  thoroughly  restored  and  their  sanitation  made  good.  Some  cottages  at  Roade,  also  in  very 
bad  repair,  have  been  put  in  order. 

A scheme  for  the  purification  of  the  sewage  at  Little  Houghton  is  now  under  your  con- 
sideration and  means  are  being  taken  to  pass  it  over  land  before  it  is  allowed  to  enter  the  brook. 

I wish  again  to  acknowledge  the  valuable  services  of  Mr.  Abbott,  your  Sanitary  Inspector, 
during  the  year. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

G.  H.  PEPCIVAL,  M.B., 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


